Tim Bradlow - What Really Happened



Background


You will be playing the part of Tim Bradlow, a PhD student in Finance at Cambridge. It's a fairly impressive position, but you are just barely scraping by, in getting there and staying there. Your problem is that you are too impulsive. Since getting here, you have gotten into a variety of get-rich-quick schemes which have all failed to pan out, and your debts are piling up. 


Currently you are doing your thesis in Share Option Pricing with Professor Ted Wilson. You started it just this year, going through experimental data. You share an office with Roy Bradbury, another of Wilson's students. A while ago, he seemed a promising student, but he's done very little in the past two years, after a flurry of work early on. 


However, despite your sharing an office and spending time together, you don't know a whole lot about Roy. Ever since you met him, he seemed very bright, but equally secretive. You have several mutual friends, among them Ronnie Snapper. Ronnie is rich and is rumoured to have gangland connections - not a man to mess with! 


About two years ago, you got the impression that Roy had borrowed a lot of money from Ronnie, although of course he wouldn't talk about it. Inspired, you somehow got Ronnie to loan you £10,000 for your own investment schemes. Unfortunately, your ideas have ended up losing you money, and by now your funds and your time are running out. You have less than £6,000 - and losing all of that may well break you. 

Lately Ronnie has been getting a little intimidating - the way he's just there when you enter your locked office or home, calmly reminding you that you owe him, and that time's running out!



The Party


Tonight, you went to an office party at the Finance department, thinking it might get your mind off of your problems. Then you saw Ronnie there. You tried to subtly avoid him, but soon he walked by and slipped a note to you. All it said was, "Pay up or die!" From then on, you stayed at the edge of the party, and tried to remain inconspicuous so that people wouldn't notice your rising panic. 


Shortly, you noticed Roy and some woman slip out past you, through the hall, to the stairwell. Intrigued, you followed and stood by the stairwell door, listening in. You don't remember the details, 

but the gist was this: Roy had a guaranteed money making plan in Share Option Pricing, and this woman was his partner - the two of them had been using it for the past two years to make them a fortune. The woman, Pauline, wanted Roy to quit the PhD program - but Roy wanted to gain recognition by publishing this discovery, as his thesis. He gave Pauline his office keys and told her to get a folder from his desk, which had all the data on his work.  


While you were listening, you heard a sound at the end of the hall, and saw a guy - Robert, you recalled - entering the hall. You turned to face him, but he backed down, for some reason, and went back to the party before you could make an excuse. Just then you heard Roy and Pauline preparing to leave, so you quickly turned and headed for the toilet. When they went back to the party, you spun around and headed up to the office. You were intent on finding that folder as a way to pay off your debt and thus save your skin. 


Once there, you started to search through Roy's desk while making as little light and noise as possible. You remembered it was labelled something inconspicuous, maybe "Data Set", but there were many  numbered folders, and you had trouble finding which one it was. Then you heard someone coming. Quickly you hid behind your desk. In came Pauline, who swiftly found a folder and walked out with it. 


For a moment you were stunned, but then you grabbed a marble paperweight off the desk and rushed out into the hall, intending to knock her out and take the folder for yourself. You took the stairwell, hoping to catch her before she got back to the party. Unfortunately, on the way back you ran into Professor Wilson and his wife, who were talking in the hall for some reason. Quickly you hid the paperweight and tried to appear normal. Nervously, you chatted with them for a bit, losing track of Pauline. As you got back to the party, you ran into Roy, who invited you to his place for a get-together at 9:00. Still a little shaken up, you just watched him as he left with Pauline. 



The Murder


Rushing out to your car, you drove after, following them to Roy's apartment. There Roy got out, holding the folder, while Pauline drove on to look for a parking space. You parked illegally by the corner, and rushed after Roy into the block of flats. He was apparently in a rush, and made it to his apartment before you could catch up. 


When you got to his apartment, you found that he had left the door open. You took out the paperweight in your pocket, and went inside. You caught him just inside the bathroom, and hit him on the back of the head - intending to knock him out before he realised who you were. He fell heavily, and crashed his head on the floor. You searched him and pulled the folder out from underneath him, but you also noticed that he was no longer breathing. You panicked, dropping the weight. Thinking quickly, you dropped Ronnie's death-threat beside the body, to throw suspicion away from you - not thinking that Ronnie was also invited to the gathering - and closed the bathroom door. You then slipped out of the apartment, onto the fire escape, and ran down. 


As you reached the bottom, your thoughts had cleared a little. You had to act as if nothing had happened. You spent some time collecting your thoughts. You noticed that you had blood on your driving gloves, so you quickly hid them at the bottom of a bin. You stashed the folder behind the bin, to be collected later, and then walked around to the front of the building, and went up to join the party. 



Advice


Obviously, you play a very important role in this game. You should lie so as to throw suspicion off of yourself, but you cannot allow yourself to be caught in lying, or the jig will be up. In 

general, don't stretch it. You will be caught eventually in this game, even if it is only when the printed Solution is read out, and that's fine. Everyone else will be taking notes and making deductions to prove it's you - you will need to be just as busy in trying make a good case against someone else so as to throw suspicion away from you, and possibly at the end of the evening, to actually convince everyone that someone else did it!


Important things to remember are: if confronted by Ronnie about the note, be sure to admit that he did write you a note like that, but say that you dropped it at the party - you would certainly be agitated after receiving the note - anyone could have picked it up. That way, the only thing the note shows is that Ronnie is a dangerous man. Otherwise, Ronnie will know that you are lying, and he or his "associates" will probably kill you before you make it to jail.


It might even be a good idea to raise the suggestion of calling the police, when the body is discovered. That way, if you haven't been clever enough to avoid eventual capture, then it's possibly better to be in police hands than in Ronnie's - although you suspect he has friends on the inside! This may at least throw suspicion away from you. If you want to be more subtle, then wait for someone else to raise the suggestion, and then heavily support it.


[You must give this evidence] Also, as you arrive at the apartment at much the same time as Ted and Margaret, then say that you left the party at much the same time as them, too. It is safe to say that you were outside having a cigarette to avoid Ronnie as the numbers at the party dwindled, and from outside you saw the Professor and his wife heading towards their car at the same time you were heading off. However, before saying this, as you weren't actually there, try and wait until it has been confirmed through questioning - either by yourself, or by others - that this is what the Professor and his wife actually did. It doesn't matter if Ronnie left earlier, as you would have been outside and wouldn't have seen it.


You will also be given "alibi" sheets to use on the night of play, which covers material that it is safe to disclose - it would not do to be seen at the dinner table with twice as many sheets as anyone else, and with the words, "The Murder", written on them. However, please keep these "real" sheets with you (safely hidden away, or given to the host for safekeeping), in case you need to refer to them at any point. You do not need to stick precisely with what is written on the alibi sheets (with the exception of the Must Give evidence above), although the alibi suggested is pretty good.



Optional Dress Suggestion


You like to dress well, but you are still a financially struggling academic, so just try to do the best you can.

