The Real Solution


After Tim's confession, suspicions should be aroused. Tim, even under repeated questioning, will inform you that he dropped Ron's note by the body - yet it was found outside in the hallway! If you recall, everyone was quite careful to avoid disturbing any evidence when the body was discovered. Ted observed that Robert did not enter the room at this time, and three individuals entered carefully to examine the body. They could not have failed to have spotted the note so carefully dropped beside Roy, and none of them could have moved the note without at least one of the others spotting it.


Also Tim very clearly describes Roy as falling, "straight to the floor, crashing his head on the ground where he fell", yet there is obvious evidence that when he fell, he'd hit his head on the sink.


As Tim is no longer hiding anything, and is fully admitting guilt, there is every reason to believe he is telling the truth. So what did happen ...



The Usual Suspects


All the suspects already considered have all been cleared through quite valid deduction; none of the facts used to clear these individuals have changed. Of course, Tim didn't see the Wilsons leave the party, but he did see them arrive, and having the usual parking troubles. The only candidate for the murder was Tim, but we now have reason to suspect that he is not the killer. So let's re-look at the means, motive and opportunity.



The Means


If Tim did not murder Roy, then Roy was still alive when Tim left him. Hence, Roy's office was not the only place to obtain the paperweight prior to the murder. The paperweight was also available in Roy's bathroom after Tim had dropped it. Anybody arriving at the flat would have access to the murder weapon. However, once any of the innocent parties had arrived, then the opportunity would disappear. This leaves only two real suspects:

· Robert - who has been established as the first to arrive.

· Fiona - who arrived very shortly after, according to Robert. As she caught Robert still out of breath from running, then we can take this as likely, that she did indeed arrive shortly after.



The Motive


Both Robert and Fiona have jealousy as a motive:

· Robert - because he saw Roy as taking away his girlfriend.

· Fiona - because she was afraid that Roy was going to leave her again, for yet another woman.
So now we are dealing with a crime of passion.



The Opportunity


 As both of our new suspects have the means and motive, we need opportunity to establish who the murderer was:

· Robert - the murder now has to be committed when Robert arrives. He needs to quickly see that Roy is alone and already injured. His rage unabated by Roy's condition, he sees the opportunity to do away with Roy once and for all, with some unknown assailant taking the blame. Still out of breath from the fatal struggle he goes to the door to let Fiona in. It's a plausible theory, except that he would need more time. Tim got blood on his gloves; there would be no less blood on the paperweight now. Robert would therefore need to wash his hands, and clean up his tracks - all the time getting his breath back. He also saw Pauline parking. Pauline can corroborate that she parked where Robert described. This would not have allowed him to get there early enough to commit the crime and clean up. We can also add the circumstantial evidence that Robert was genuinely shocked when he discovered the body. 

· Fiona - of course went by car and got "lucky" parking. She left, by her own admission, immediately after Roy and Pauline, as had Tim. She could easily have arrived at much the same time as Tim, seen an opportunity, cleaned up, left the flat, and returned, all much the same as Tim. Nobody else saw Fiona leave the party, any more than they had seen Tim. Fiona's story of "lucky parking", is no more substantiated than Tim's. 



The Murderer


So Fiona, now we get to the truth of the matter. It must have gone like this:

· You were jealous of Pauline, and afraid of further rejection by Roy. If you couldn't have him, then nobody was going to.

· When you saw Roy go off with Pauline, this confirmed to you your suspicions, even though the truth was something quite different. But then, you never knew about the money making scheme.

· It has already been established that Roy, Pauline, Tim, and yourself, all left at much the same time; presumably there was no point in telling lies about when you left, in case someone saw you leaving. As you were all travelling to the same place, you could not have helped but have followed Roy and Pauline, as did Tim. However, Tim never reported seeing you, so you must have been further back, following Tim. You must have seen Tim pull up to the corner, parking illegally and acting very suspiciously. Intrigued, you must have done the same, possibly parking just around the corner so that Tim wouldn't spot you following. Your "lucky" parking story was the best you could come up with, on the spur of the moment.

· You were slower getting to the flat than Tim, but not by much. You probably even saw him leaving by the fire escape.

· You must have heard the moans from the bathroom as Roy regained consciousness, and went to investigate. Arriving, you saw Roy standing, but dazed. Tim had not spotted Roy's shallow breathing whilst he was out cold.

· You grabbed the paperweight up off the floor and killed him with it. He fell a second time, hitting his head on the sink as he fell. Poor Roy, he would not have expected any such action from you, as he was still very much in love with you. You did not notice the note on the floor, which must have been kicked out into the hall at this time. 

· You dropped the paperweight and quickly washed the blood from your hands, throwing the damp towel into the kitchen - you knew the layout of Roy's flat very well.

· You still had to avoid being caught as the first person in the flat. You did not go out via the fire escape; if you had you would have arrived at the front of the building later, as had Tim, and probably would have been seen arriving there - which supports the theory that you saw Tim escape that way - it would not do to bump into Tim.

· Likewise you could not go down via the stairs, as you could bump into the others, who you knew, must be arriving very shortly now. You possibly even heard Robert running up the stairs below.

· Instead you took the only remaining option. You went up a flight, to the sixth floor, and waited on the landing. Once you heard someone go into the flat, and whilst the stairwell was still quiet, you went back down and pretended to have just arrived. The quickness of your arrival unfortunately helped to dismiss Robert as the culprit, but then, had you waited, you may not have been able to explain why the others, now following, hadn't seen you arrive outside.

You're a real hard case Fiona, but I think we have enough against you. Maybe we can find a few splashes of blood on that dress of yours.

... although looking at Ron, you know the case will never come to court!

[... and thank everyone for playing]

